“Lets make peace in the Middle East. Lets rebuild hope”

III European Conference 

of Local Authorities for Peace in the Middle East
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Venice, Italy

The Third European Conference of Local Authorities for Peace in the Middle East will take place in Venice (Italy) from Thursday 25 to Saturday 27 September 2008.

The slogan of the Conference is “Lets make peace in the Middle East. Lets rebuild hope”.

According to the signed agreement on November 27, 2007 by the Palestinian premier Mahmud Abbas and the Israeli premier Ehud Olmert at Annapolis in the United States, the peace negotiations should be concluded within the year 2008. The whole international community is called upon to make every effort to promote the success of the negotiations.

The European Local Authorities and communities can also make an important contribution. This Conference aims, therefore, to strengthen and extend the engagement of the European Local Authorities and communities by discussing ideas, proposals and concrete projects.

The Conference also aims to: 

1. develop cooperation with Israeli and Palestinian Local Authorities for peace in the Middle East;

2. promote decentralised cooperation with the Palestinian people to meet the growing social, humanitarian and political emergency;

3. urge the European Union to support decentralized cooperation, bilateral and trilateral, for peace in the Middle East;

4. urge greater political commitment of the European Union for peace in the Middle East.

In Venice, the European Local Authorities will find evidence to know and understand, tools to work, projects to implement and relationships to cultivate. The objective is to define a concrete action plan to be realized over the next two years.

The Conference will take place within the celebration of the European Year of Intercultural Dialogue and the 60° anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

Given the importance of the initiative, the Conference will be held at the prestigious Doge’s Palace in St. Mark’s Square, the same place where on June 13, 1980, the European Council approved the historic "Declaration of Venice" for a just and comprehensive peace in the Middle East.

The Conference is promoted by the European Network of Local Authorities for Peace in the Middle East, Italian Coordination of Local Authorities for Peace and Human Rights, Municipality of Venice, Province of Venice, French Network of Decentralized Cooperation for Palestine, Federation of United City (France), Catalan Fund for Cooperation and Development (Spain), Andalusian Fund of Municipalities for International Solidarity (Spain), Province of Barcelona (Spain), Urban Community of Dunkirk (France) in collaboration with the Committee of Regions of the European Union, Council of European Municipalities and Regions (CEMR), Union of Local Authorities in Israel  - ULAI, Association of Palestinian Local Authorities - APLA. The Promoting Committee is open to all those who are interested to work together to promote the success of the Conference 

For registration and information please contact the Conference secretariat:

Italian Coordination of Local Authorities for Peace and Human Rights

via della Viola 1 (06100) Perugia (Italy) - tel. 075/5722148 - fax 075/5721234

email: info@entilocalipace.it – www.entilocalipace.it .

In France

Cités Unies France 

9 rue Christiani (75018) Paris (France) - tel: +33 (0) 1 53418187 – fax +33 (0) 1 53418141  

email  s.giovetti@cites-unies-france.org - www.cites-unies-france.org
In Spain
Catalan Fund for Cooperation and Development 

Via Laietana 33, 9é 2° (08003) Barcelona (Spain) - tel.+34 93 4122602 - fax.+34 93 3019088

Email: fonscat@pangea.org - www.fonscatala.org
Province of Barcelona

C/ Còrsega 273- 279 2n.  (08008) Barcelona (Spain)- tel.+34  93 4022 222 - 93 4049321  

Email: diputacio.bcn@diba.cat - www.diba.es
Andalusian Fund of Municipalities for International Solidarity 

C/ Morería 2 - 1º. 14008 - Córdoba (Spain) - tel: +34 957 497183 - fax: +34 957 463810

Email: famsi@andaluciasolidaria.org - www.andaluciasolidaria.org
